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Are You Election Ready?
The freedom to vote is the very fabric of our democratic society here in America.  Without it, we would not be able to experience the true freedoms we enjoy in this great nation.  Every democracy experiences turbulent times and America is no exception.  However, that is no excuse when it comes time to exercise our greatest right as Americans: The Right to Vote.

With election season right around the corner, our office has been busy making preparations to ensure a smooth voting experience for you.  Nevertheless, there are a few steps you as a voter can take in order to prevent any complications when you cast your ballot.
The first step is making sure our office has all your current information on file.  One way of doing this is by visiting our website at www.lafayettevotes.net and clicking on the ‘Am I Registered’ link.  There you can type in your last name, date of birth and house number (911 address) to view your current registration status, party affiliation, precinct information, etc.  If the information we have on file is not correct, you can also update it through this application.  Another way of checking and updating your status is to simply contact our office at 294-1261 where we will be glad to look up your information for you.

Another way to make your voting experience a speedy one is by marking and bringing your sample primary ballot to the polling place as a guide.  We mailed everyone in the county a sample primary ballot earlier in the week.  However, you will notice there are three different sample ballot types in this mailing: Republican, Democrat and Nonpartisan.  Since Florida is a closed primary state, the ballot you will be voting will depend upon your party affiliation.  Checking your registration status will indicate the party in which you are registered and thus determine which ballot you will be voting.  Should you misplace or not receive your sample ballot, you can go to our website and click on the ‘My Sample Ballot’ link where you can download and print a replacement.  

Also, knowing how you will cast your ballot can alleviate any last minute surprises you may encounter on or before Election Day.  Florida offers three different ways to cast your vote including absentee, early voting and Election Day.
Should you anticipate being out of town on Election Day, or if you like the convenience of voting at home, Absentee Voting may be the best choice for you.  There are many different ways you can request an absentee ballot:  through our website, by mail, email, fax or by calling our office.  However, the last day to request an absentee through the mail is August 20th.   Nevertheless, you can come by the office and vote an in-office absentee anytime between now and the beginning of Early Voting.  The only exception is the Monday (Aug. 25th) before the election when you will have to sign an affidavit declaring an extenuating circumstance that will prevent you from voting on Election Day.  Otherwise, we will not be offering in-office absentees after the Early Voting period begins.  So far, we have mailed over 250 absentees for the Primary Election.
For those on a tight schedule, or who don’t want to wait until the last minute, Early Voting may be your best fit.  We will be offering eight days of Early Voting for the Primary beginning on Saturday, August 16th and ending on Saturday, August 23rd.  This will be held at the Supervisor of Elections office at the Courthouse.  During those eight days, voting will be offered from 8:30am until 4:30pm.  You will need to produce a current and valid photo ID with a signature (ie Drivers License) in order to receive a ballot.  This is a convenient way for you to vote on your own time and avoid any possible lines on Election Day. 
If you like to observe tradition, Election Day voting will be held on Tuesday, August 26th.  The polls will be open from 7am until 7pm.  On Election Day, you must vote at your precinct, so make sure ahead of time to familiarize yourself with your precinct number as well as its location. As with Early Voting, you will need your current and valid photo ID with signature in order to receive a ballot.  If you do not have this information, you will have to vote a provisional ballot.  If you need assistance with voting on Election Day, please ask one of our pollworkers and they will gladly assist you.
Our goal at the Supervisor of Elections office is to provide friendly and efficient service to you.  Hopefully, this information will help further this goal and make your election experience enjoyable.  As always, if you have any questions, you can call us or visit our website.  If you would like to stay up-to-date with the happenings at the office, you may also ‘Like’ us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/lafayettevotes.  As we try to improve the elections process, we always welcome any feedback or suggestions. At any time, feel free to let us know how we are doing.  
We look forward to seeing you at the polls!
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